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NEWS RELEASE
UD MUSIC SYMPOSIUM TO CELEBRATE
AFRICAN-AMERICAN MUSIC
DAYTON, Ohio- The spirit and history of African-American music will be celebrated
Sept. 17-19 when the University of Dayton's music department holds a symposium dedicated
to the late William Dawson, one of this country's most famous composers.
Highlighting the weekend is a concert by jazz performer Valerie Capers, who will
perform at 7:45 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 18, in the Sears Recital Hall of the Jesse Phillips
Humanities Center. The concert and symposium events are free and open to the public.
Two of Capers' most noted jazz compositions are "Sing About Love," the critically
acclaimed Christmas cantata produced by George Wein at Carnegie Hall, and "Sojourner," a
composition based on the life of Sojourner Truth, performed by the Opera Ebony Company of
New York.
Capers recently gained critical and popular success with her CD "Wagner Takes the A
Train," on which she merged two of her favorite composers, Duke Ellington and Richard
Wagner.
Performers, composers, educators and students from throughout the country will gather
this weekend to participate in recitals, concerts, workshops, papers and educational sessions in
what is called the "William Dawson Centennial Celebration Symposium."
Later in the fall the symposium will continue with free concerts by Choral Union at 7
p.m., Nov. 17, in the Immaculate Conception Chapel on campus; and a performance by UD's
Ebony Heritage Singers at 7 p.m., Dec. 4, at the Kennedy Union Ballroom.
The symposium is one of many events offered in celebration of the University's
sesquicentennial anniversary, which is in 2000.
For a schedule of events Sept. 17-19 or more information, contact the UD music
department at 937-229-3936.
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